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CANCELATIONS
PHOTO MYSTERY OF THE MONTH AND CHAOS

By Mary A, Luce

A Chronology

Tupsday, Apnl & Amercan Airlines
cancaled 550 MD-B0s over guestionable
safely checks., Under scrullny was ihe
elaclrical winng n the awaliary hydraubc
pumps in the landing gear According
o an Amencan spokesman, Les In
the bundies of wires in the wheelwell
were efiher too close or too far apart.
Additicnally, some of the clips were not
facing the same direction. According
io officials this problem may cause an
in-flight electrical fire

The Federal Aviation Adminisiration, or
FAA izsued an Airworthiness Directive
in September of 2008. The FAA considers
the wiring inconsisiencias a safaty risk.

& spokesman for American said they
ware complying wilh the FAS drechive
and thal the problem was a lechnical
IEs0e — not a salely Bsue,

Wednesday, Apnl §; Amerlcan Aldines
scrubbed almest 1.000 MD-80s - more
tsan one-third of Ns capacity, Most of
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Serving Pilots, Flight Attendants, Air Traffic Controllers, Ground Crew, Mechanics, Skychefs, Airport Employees, Passengers and Enthusiasts
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With Bloria Smiith Fowaski

Tired of hearing about pilols who
dreamed of fiying since before they could
speak? Bored with stories about those
pilots who built model airplanes, hung
arownd airports then one day hitched
a ride? Then listen o Eileen Plasecki
Couch's story. In Jume of 2001, she
was a 46 year old seemingly sensible
wife, mother of three boys and business
owner when one day shea just decidad to
take io the skies, 1 was driving my son
to his friand's when | opaned my mouth
and the words tumbled out: “I'm going to
be a plied,” To which her teanaged son
replied: "Right mom. Sure you ane,”
Elleen confesses the idea didn't come
lotally out the blue. “The night before, |
sew the movie Pearl Harbor and loved

the flying scenas, The next day, | Knew
rd fiy.”

Eileen, owner and founder of Pine
island Herb and Spice Company In Ping
Island, New York, trained with CFl Rich
Bartlett at Sussax airport. She maintains
that Barlett nesded convinging about
her determinalion (o become a pial. "He
thought | wanied to hire him for a one-
shot, “flighi-seeing” ride,” she says. As
500N &% she climbed aboard the airplane,
she was committed fo get har licensa, °l
was scared to death for about the first 20
hours,” she says.

Eileen fondly reminisces about her
lesscns at "FWN", "Everyone knew each
olher and looked out for each other. |
loved getting there early in the morning
wihan the sun wes coming wp and the
flocks of kildeer were starting thesr
rackel” According fo Eilean. the Ele
maoming was a little dicey, "That's when
the thermals picked up al the end of
fufway 21," she lawghs.

She eamed her private pibot's Bcenssa
in April of 2002, She later received her
instrument rating on August of 2005,

Eileen bought her first plane, a 1966
Cherckee 140, beflore she finished her
private pilot rating. “What | saved by
taking bessons in my own plane helped
me mesl oan payments” she [okes A
lot of people dont do much mare than
local hops In thelr 140s, but Elleen and
her Cherokes 140 [‘Belly”) joumeved
first 1o Alaska — “not exacily over the
mountaing, bul around and through
them.” — she says. She also took Batty to
the Bahamas before seiting her sites an
Betty Too, a 1963 Mooney 20C. Eilesn

hangars Betly Too in Blalrstown, New
Jarsay 1NT, 50 she can make freguant
visits 1o her mother, who still Bves on
the farm In Great Meadows, NJ where
Eileen grew up, Mother and daughter
anjoy painting local Rndscapes. | love
painting en plein air,” remarks Eilesn. Her
paintings and her company are fealured
in the Wallkil River School's recently-

publshed “Orange County Bounby®
Eileen = a member of the art schood as
wedl.

Eileen plans to fly in the all-women's
2008 A Classic Race from Bozeman,
Montana to Mansfield, Mass. shated for

the last weekend in June, The anly thing
larger than EBeen's determinalicon lo
compete s the cost associated with the
race, so Eileen’s devoting time to finding
sponsorship  dollars. She's  seeking
corporaie as wall as individual donations
for her team "The Squawk of the Town®
and invites anyane inleresied in helping
to visit weew sqguawkofihetown.nat.

Does she have advice for other women
who yeam o become pilois? “Don't
womy aboul nol baing as good as men
pilots,” she says. "Chances are you'll be
a lol betier. Al least women aren't afraid
to ask for direclions.”
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