By GLORLA SMITH

Take it from the bald eagles—ithe
region wouldn't be such a great placa ta
raast il it didn't look pretty spaclacular
from on high, So why not get a birds-
aye view7? Flight-saaing could ba ona
round trip experence or it could lead to
a seres of fiying lessons with the goal
of bacoming a pilot.

Just [ast spring a 100-year-old woman
celebrated her birthday by doing what
comes unnaturally—taking Might. Why?
Because "flying s poetry,” she said,

If fiying is poetry, then flying over the
Upper Delaware is a Shakespeanaan
sonnet—it doesn'l get much moare lyri-
cal than this. Just one flight and you will
struggla to convay your Imprassions in
words. You could say that the hills are
jewels in an elaborate setting rich with

e diamond crystal lakes and shimmering
. strands of silvery rivers.,

Then again, you could simply tell
people to call Rich Bartlett, who
teaches flying at Sussex Alrport In
nearby Mew Jersey, and let him take it
from there. He'd describe things with
far less rhyme and a lot more reason.

TRA pholos by Glora Smath
Rich Barthett will take you flying in a four-seater from Sussex County Alrpart.
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Asporisman and an ex-business exec,
Rich has a pllol's knack for presenting
the lay of the land precisely as it is.
The trip io Sussex Airport is 8 memo-
rable visual all its own, Traveling Route
a7 downstream towards the Delawara
Water Gap s aboul as close o being
nght on the river as most paapla like
to gel in the car, The road passes
numearous pull-over-for-a-pholo brdges
including one engineared by John
Roeabling, who designed the Brookiyn
Bridge. If the twists and turns of Hawk's
est strip of road look familiar, it's prob-
ably because they are. You've seen
them countless times in car commer-
clals bul maybe you didn't know those
tums were right here in your own back-
yvard. If you're okay about navigating
those tums in an aulomobile, you'll be
fing in & plane in straighter and more
level flight, When you spy High Point,
the cbelisk that marks the spol where
MNew York, Mew Jersey and Pennsyl-
vania come together, you're almost
thera. Just another beautiful nde owver
a mountain and you'll be in Sussex, a
MNomman Rockwell kind of town,

Sussex Airport sits near the heart of
town and is aasy to spot from the main
road. Forgel about no-standing Zones
or finding & long- or short-term parking
fot, Just stop in the Alrport Diner and
ask for Rich. Theyll point you fo rows of
planes standing wing to wing along the
runway like s0 many would-be Rock-
etles. Rich usually has himself parked
ata picnic table between his planes just
in back'of the “Leam to Fly" sign.

Singla engine planas look small. Vary
small, Buttake heart. When it comes to
fying low and skow enough to see the
sights, a small, graceful Cessna baats
a big Boeing hands down. With your
headsets on, you'll be able to squeich
the engine noise and speak easily o
Rich or to vour traveling companions.
Even veleran business and pleasure
commercial flight passengers will
agree that there’s no comparing the
up-close-and-personal feeling of wing-
ing over the foothills of the Catskills in
a private plane, dipping over the river
or hugging the far reaches of the Sha-
wangunk ridge. At this altitude, tha
landscape takes shape and you'll see
it as you never have before. You can
selact where you want to go—a piece
of property? Grandma's house? The
Poconos? The Delaware Water Gap or
river valley? Or you can simply sit back
and lat Rich show you the heights.

The Wallkill River i= one of only a
handful in the world thal flows south
to north. And speaking of rivers, it's
only a few minutes by air to that other
river...the Hudson, a glorious sight
dressed in itz fall finery. Look out for

bury Commons, the retall mecca that
has more visitors in 8 weekand than
mast historical points of interest get in
a year, lt's hard not to feel superior as
you look down an those lowly drivers
stuck in & traffic jam wishing they could
pull back on the staarning wheel and jain
you in the air. And speaking of pulling
back on tha stearing wheel, if you're in
tha co-pilot seat, Rich might just let you
lake the controls. From thers even the
sky won't limit you.

But is it scary, you may ask? Not
nearly so frightening as missing an
opporiunity to see an eagle's ave view
of the area right now, when fall is so
dramatically in the air,

An hour of light seaing will cost 5150,
Whether Rick Barflelf lakes you up in
& high-winged Cessna, great for sighl-
seeing, or g low-winged Piper that can
be a litfle warmer in winter, you'lbe ina
four-seater. You don't need an abacus
fo figure out thal three passengers will
paying about 850 each for an hour’s
warth of visual memones that will lasta
lifatime. Call Bartietf al 9732224488,

[A year ago, Gloria Smith took &
fliight over the reglon with Rich
Bartlett and signed on for lessons.
Now a student pifat, she recently

Journeyed via single engine plane
fo the Arctic Circle. And returned.]
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West Point and take a ganderatWood- o\ 0. snd reservoirs intsrspersed with the hilliside and mountains provide magnificsnt skyscapes.
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