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ary Dhetbe spends a lot of her time caring for ofh-

ers. Shll, ike her parents befone her, come the

il of Manch she’ll begin making her daily

raunds o the Beaverkill River. She'll fake its tem-
perature and cledk s depths and rate of flow, She'll make a
nite af what insecls are hu!lﬂl.ilu; ardd where the fish are foed-
ing, Then she'll leave a message on a machine that the Aeher-
men can call,

This veas, Mary hapes she'll have betler pews to report than
last. "Thi Nocding and the bullclereing, on the ributares had a
devastating effect on the river last yeat” says Mary. “The fish
cEgs wire wiashed away, anc the insect hatches were spolty or
they came all tagethes, not inoan orderly progresion.”

Saill, Dete has faith in the rver. “Last sammer was cool and
the skies wene clowdy,” she doys. Just the break that was need-
ed afler mamerous recent summers of high tenperatuces and
draught. “The fosdwalers have receded and there were halch-
es om the waler last fall. Matume has o way of ealing herself”

Thee cowirse of e Beaverkill has mever mn smineih
spawrrd in a cradle of rock between Hue Graham and Dauble-
Lo mcnvlains in Ulster County; the river shelches 431 Iz
males, running south and west unbil it reaches the Delaware
River. ks upper section is steep and mins theough the shade of
the woods. The cool, fast- moving waters ane coygen-rich,
making it am ideal hahitat for trout,

Thie Beaverkill wnites vwith the Willowemaoc in Rosooe ot
Juncticoy Peal, where it widens and produces what some say is
the besd place b catch tout onoearth, Bor mout, e acea koown
as “Bramoc” is a mecca, On the suchce of the pools, natue
serves up a plentiful armay of insects — an ever-<hanging sea-
somal amorpasbond of all the delicacies rout are known be Jove,
When conditions are eyght, B insecls habdh with dependable
regularity and dirmer is served on schedule. When the ecosys-
tern is disturbed, it's catch-as-cabch-can for the mout.

Although there's a delicate balance 1o e ecosystem in the
rivier, thiere's i steength bo it that can endure alaeses as well. Iy
the 149th century; the tanndng industry  fequired fammic acid
from e Bembacks shading the rver, so fanners cleas-cut e
forests, then ran residues back into river, killing the native
Brook frout.
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nd the rver

Route 17 stards cver the river at Boscoe—an eternall symbel
of man's isenstivity to nature. When it was bullt, rivers
yiebded to roadways, and enginsers had plans to rechannel the
tiver. But friends of the river won a landmark decision and the
river wins granbed the right of way

Jam. 19, 15, saw one of the mest destructive high-waler
evieis n recent memory - soame say 200 vears ar mode. A
warm spell, accompanied by drving rains, infermupied an
I.II'II.I'!i-l.IdlI}' hasd winber of F.mq'uml! srevvialls. The walers fose
awiftly, broke ever the banks in a freney and Booded a 300-mile
areq i the Upper Delasware and Beaverkill walershed, Homes
worre destroyed, bustivesses ruined, farmlands saturated. Trees,
campers and trailers owertumed and washed downstream,
Eight peaple were killed i the flood.

The region was declared 5 disasber asea. Close 1o 58 millisa
im Federal Emengency Management Agency (FEMA] funds
were funnebed intn the aren, and streans work commenoed
wilh a vengeance. Deluged by requests, Mew Yook stale’s
Department of Ervironmental Corservation granted mons than
1IN stresan work: permits. From Apnl to Aogust, bulldozers
and hackhaes devven lasgely by local highway workers and
oomtractors cleared out areas of some b doen ributaries,
aven afler the waber bad begun bo recede on ils own, nrmu'ding
b Jodk Coryngharm, Todogist with Trout Unlismdited, a 95 000-
merber Morth American fshery conservation group,

Mow in the fourth year of a four-year, 1.2 million study of
the river, Trout Unlimibed has discovered the tributaries play
am ey greater rode b the squatic life of the dver than previ-
ausly expected. Mot only do dhey serve as spawidng aseas for
the fish, ey also provide protection for the trowt during tmes
af stress — for example during bol, dey spells in summes The
shade of the trees keeps the water cool and rich in oxygen.
Gromdwealer from undemgroumsd streems and aguifers collects
in the tributaries and flows into the rivers in tiones of drought,

When tribubarses aps cosmproanised, troul are dlemied acvess
te 2 spawning area and a place of refige. When mees are sense-
lessly faken, the sun svarms the wabers and thesatens oxypgen
depletion. Bulldozing the inbataries had a devastating effect
b river and e the downsinsan aanemundbies as well

Rivers meander with i purpose, says Corgmgharn. The

bwvisls ancd burms or “sinuosity” serve do slowe dowen B oy of
the water 5o, boo, does the fraction caused by vegetabion and
rock in a natural river. The velecity of waber in a scraped,
slralghtensd river is increased many times over, Right now, its
foroe is aimed squarely at communities downstneamn,

Conyngham wasn'l surprised ol the severity of the flooding
along the river that battersd the region lage in the fall. He pre-
dlicts teene could e moee be come i K future. The Ooods cul
new channels in the Beaverkill and deepened many that
already existed. Mew pravel hars arose fram the strearms like
mand drifts in a desert; dead trees and debeis jutted aat of the
dhoee Thesse natural effects of a Bood, when kel unaltended,
can help the river restabilize, For example, a gravel bar that
boaks Like it's choking o stream and cawsieg, Booding may aclu-
ally be hu.lding hack thie force of the current and I:hr'rr'h}'T.rm-
teching: ameas bebow

Even some high-ranking officials in the Army Corps of
Enginesrs have done an aboui-face on the isue of foed man-
agarment, In an article that appeared in The Meow York Times on
Feb. 4, Dave Gore, a planner with the government agency,
mnade a statement thal dvers need (o “do thelr ovwn thing ...
Rivers are going to flood and meander and shift their aligr-
einds as foods come and go .. I pou use some sense and put
a corridor of 100 feet on each side of the river and dor’t alkoy
dievelopeent there, i the long min you're saving a lol of
Y, headache and beartachs ™

Adber billions of dollars spent on atlempls fo contied e
nation's wabers, the sclentific community may [R5 n::minp; tax the
simiple conclusion that the best, leasbexpenaive solubion may
be b let nakure take [t course,

Conyngham says it will take thnee years to assess the
pmgracts of the Doeds and subsequent echannelization an the
wild trout r.u:-|'-1t'l.'|l.'i|.1n. Mlorm McBride, biologist from the
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DEC's Region 4, douls Dt wild teoad will ever netum o te
loweer Beawerkill, “That sechiom's a hatch area,” he marm-
tains. Mor does lse see sufficent scedific evidence bo support
Trout Unlimited's claim that the flonds and bl:ll:l-l:-r:ing are by
bliamrwe fur the river's inabilidy b supgpoct wild trowst. He
believes numerous droughts over the last decade sourded a
death kel for the wild trout population,

{_‘mmh.am calls this 1h|:|1j;i:r|.g “rircular Iu-gir. _If yiou
duom't believe trout can comes back, whal motivation will you
hivee b help them sunave? savs Comympgham, wha believes
tharme ane more than enviroranental concerrs wrappad wp in
thee issaie. “Trout fishang brings millkens inte the region,” he
maintains, & study conducted in 19949 of the Town of Rockland
revenbed 8% million i revence from fishing and relabed activi-
ties — and this on an eff-pear when ondy about half of the usual
nurtber of aporls enthusinsts hiad visiled

At Lew, author and environmentalist, is a man with a pas-
siom for the river As be's lraveled the workd over, he's mel
rnany & fisherman whe envies Lee's home near the river He
cnce et a man who saic iF e could macve il Be'd by i
“aAred he had the morey to do it" savs Lee Maybe if it had 2
price fag, peopde would begin fo recognize it warlh,

Lo belicves education will be the area’s salvation. “The
problem is, very few people fully understamd the complesalies
of aguatic life,” be says, “They don’t realize that actions in ane
area have consequences in another

Last yeas, b spite of the furor over the future of fishing,
Faul Fillipone pulled on his waders and stood i the inoubled
weakers, “Then's a differcnce betweon fishing and catching a
fish,* hi maintains. S come hell or high water, he weni fishing
i thoe weilelest piver, Aned thougl i didi't hapgen in an instant,
he's gt it on vides to prove = in the worst of all possible years
b g fishing — hee landed an 187 ot
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WE Gid WHERE THE FISH ARE!!!

JUNE 4th to NOY. 24th
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